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The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to reorient and reform the Indian education system, in order
to meet the needs of the Century. NEP 2020 puts forward revision and revamping the structure of educational
system. It also provides guidelines and a framework for the education system in India. It focuseson an all-round,
holistic and an integrated approach, skill development and usage of technology in education. It aims to make
the system more flexible and universally accessible. The NEP 2020 covers all levels of Indian education system
and proposes significant changes from pre-school to higher education . It puts forward the restructuring and
redesigning the school education system by emphasizingon critical thinking, creativity and problem-solving
skills. It provides significant opportunities for multidisciplinary and vocational education. The focal point of
NEP 2020 isuniversal access, equity, quality, research, innovation, autonomy and accountability.
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Introduction:

As the world is changing rapidly in every aspect, there is an urgent need to update and upgrade the education
system in order to prepare the future generations to face the increasing demands and challenges.In this ever
changing world, the term ‘CHANGE’ remains unchanged. Humankind has always been on a quest to adopt new
methods to make life more comfortable, living better and easy. This leads to behavioural and intellectual changes
which ultimately which leads to new inventions. Education is not exceptional, it also requires changes and
modifications.

Change, changing, changed and changes:

Teaching and learning can be traced back to the ancient period where knowledge was passed to the next
generation orally; and it will continue as long as human beings’ survive on earth. Changes takes place in every
field including the teaching and learning process. The range of the outlook needs to be enlarged in order to have
a broader social view. Social change, Globalization, industrialization and population explosion contributes to
revision and reformation of the Educational System. Paradigm has shifted from teacher centred to child centred
for better adaptation and flexibility. Children should feel more welcomed, secured and cared for in the
classrooms. It makes the learner more comfortable, interested and motivated to learn. This serves to enhance the
skill development of the learner.
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We are living in the digital age, technology has been introduced into school education system. It is the
responsibility of the teachers to use technology to transact knowledge. New technologies have to be adopted to
make the teaching and learning process more effective. The NEP 2020 aims to build strong, equitable, and vibrant
education system which helps to meet the challenges of the 21 century and promotes multidisciplinary
andintegrated approach to education. The NEP 2020 is based on the principles of inclusiveness, diversity, and
excellence and it focuses on universal access, equity, quality, multidisciplinary education, vocational education,
research, innovation, autonomy and accountability.
Education System in India:
Education is the backbone of any country’s development. In independent India, Education Commissions were
set up from time-to-time. Based on the recommendations of the Education Commission, education policies have
been implemented in order to provide quality education for the next generation. According to the
recommendation of various commissions, systematic efforts were taken to shape the Indian education system
to provide world class education:
Educational institutions are the miniature form or replica of a society. When the need of the society changes,
school curriculum also requires to be re-designed and re-structured. The goal of the education system is to train
the learners to be good citizens having moral values, rational thinking, compassion, courage, resilience, empathy,
scientific temper and creative imagination with sound ethics. It aims at building an equitable, inclusive and plural
society as guided by our Constitution. Over the years, major changes have taken place in teaching methodology.
After independence, Indian Government set-up various commissions to frame guidelines to promote and regulate
high-quality education in India.
Highlights of Education Policies in Independent India:
University Education Commission (1948)was setup under the chairmanship of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the aims
are:
e To increase general prosperity of the nation, create an effective and functional democracy and to reduce
socio-economic inequalities.
e Creating universities as university education for the next generations as a key step for higher level of
learning.
e To provide higher education to all sections of the society, irrespective of any differences.
Secondary Education Commission (1952), under the chairmanship of Dr. A. LakshmanaswamiMudaliar,the
commission was set up, suggestions are,
e Introducing a uniform pattern of high school courses and the establishment of multipurpose high schools.
e Setting up of technical schools for the development of secondary education in independent India.
Indian Education Commission (1964-66), under the chairmanship of D. S. Kothari, the Popular Kothari
Commission was set up. The highlights are,
® “The destiny of India is now being shaped in her classrooms. On the quality and number of persons coming
out of our schools and colleges will depend our success in the great enterprise of national reconstruction
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whose principal objective is to raise the standard of living of our people”

To have long term national aspirations.

Internal transformation

Qualitative improvement and

Expansion of educational facilities.

Formation of a National System of Education for dealing with all aspects and sectors of education.
National Educational Policy 1968 was formulated based on the recommendations of this Commission.

National Policy on Education (1968), ‘total reformation’ and aimed at,

Education should be extended to all sections of the society

Compulsory education to children for 6-14 years age group

Regional languages are encouraged to be used in secondary schools

English as the medium of instruction and Hindi as the national language in schools

Children up to 14 years of age to be provided with compulsory education

Spend 6% of national income on education
Improvement of education among the minorities

Draft National Policy on Education (1979), the thrust suggestions are,

Development of an educational system to help people not only to enhance their knowledge but also
academic skills.

Awareness of morals and ethics among students to develop a good personality and become worthy
citizens

Encouraging national integration through education

Contemporary based needs of the Indian people

To reduce the gap between the educated classes and the masses, in order to overcome the feelings of
superiority, inferiority and alienation.

National Policy on Education (1986), the major recommendations are,
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To provide education with focus on women, scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, and other backward
classes

Imparting adult education, provision for fellowships for the poor, recruiting teachers from weaker
section, and provision for new schools and colleges

Child-centred approach and operation blackboard to improve the primary school education
Establishment of open universities, accordingly Indira Gandhi National Open University was set-up
by the government (IGNOU) at Delhi

Education to rural people based on Gandhian philosophy

Opening up the technical education sector, to set the stage for the emergence of information technology
in education
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National Policy on Education (1992), was set up under the chairmanship of AcharayaRamamurti. Later,
Central Advisory Board of Education was set up under the leadership of N. Janadhana Reddy the. With some
modifications in NPE, it was known as the National Programme of Action of 1992. The recommendations are,
e The need for greater transformation, Development and strengthening national integration and Quality

enhancement

e Bringing education closer to life and developing moral values among students

e Universalisation of primary education- SarvaShikshaAbhiyan- ‘Education for All’- universal enrolment
and retention of children

e Reducing Rural-urban disparities

e Create awareness of social and human values, and build a strong character

e [or technical and professional course admissions, common entrance examinations to be conducted

e The Mid-day Meal Scheme, Bicycle scheme, establishment of pre and post-matric hostels etc.
National Knowledge Commission (2009), under the Chairmanship of Mr. Sam Pitroda. The commendations are,

Right to Education.

Along with the first language (either mother tongue or the regional language), English should be introduced
as a language from Class I.

Decentralisation of schools and flexibility in providing funds.

Improving school infrastructure and greater transparency in the system.

For the teachers, students and the administration, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to be
made more accessible

Recommends both pre-service and in-service teacher education programmes

Highlights of National Education Policy 2020

Latest NEP 2020, aims to provide holistic and all round development, more competent at global stage. The NEP
recommends,

Part I- School Education

Universalisation of early childhood care and education (ECCE) for children of 3 to 6 years by 2030

To achieve 100% gross enrolment ratio, measuring learning outcomes and assessments in school
education.

States and Union Territories to take steps to make the schools into “school complexes” by 2025.
Redesigned curricular framework of 5+3+3+4 years with a strong base of Early Childhood Care and
Education from 3 years.

Medium of instruction up to Class 5 should be in mother tongue or local/ regional language and English
to be optional up to Class 8.

Exams will be conducted for Classes 3, 5 and 8, and board exams will be conducted for Classes 10 and
12

A National Assessment Centre, Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for
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Holistic Development (PARAKH) to be set up as a standard-setting body for all recognized school boards.
Introduction of bag-less days in schools.

Provide equitable quality education for all girl children and transgender students.

Board exams to test knowledge, application, to include ‘modular exams'.

Vocational programmes to be introduced from Class 6

Part I1- Higher Education
Restructuring of higher education into three categories, such as,

research-intensive,

teaching intensive and

autonomous degree-granting Colleges and

Quality enhancement in higher education

It proposes phasing out the system of affiliated colleges and turning institutions into multidisciplinary
knowledge hubs.

Four years undergraduate programmes with multiple-exist options

Internationalization of education— allows entry of foreign universities, student and faculty mobility
Independent boards having academic and administrative autonomy will be set-up for Governance of
Higher Education Institution (HEIS)

higher education system will include professional education as an integral part

A single regulator, Higher Education Commission of India (HECI), will regulate every type of
institution, private and public with the same norms.

Establishment of Indian Institute of Translation and Interpretation (11TI).

Efforts to preserve and promote all Indian languages Establishment of a National Research Foundation
(NRF)

National institutes will be started for Pali, Persian and Prakrit.

Improving Teacher Education- Merit-based scholarships for 4-year B.Ed. integrated course and New
National Curriculum Framework for Teacher education

Stringent actions against substandard Teacher Education Institutions (TEIS).

Part I11- Other Key Focus areas
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Professional education is an integral part of overall higher education system.

All Stand-alone universities to become multidisciplinary institutions offering holistic education

It is important to promote Indian art and culture. Cultural awareness and expressions are among the
major competencies are promoted.

Healthcare education needs to be re-planned in accordance to duration, structure, and design of the
educational programmes and requirements.
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PART IV. MAKING IT HAPPEN

e In order to ensure that the policy is implemented in its spirit and intent, it recommends availability of
expertise on a sustained basis, and concerted action from all concerned encompassing National, State,
Institutional, and individual levels.

e Strengthening and empowering the Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) and all relevant
agencies, boards and central and state governments.

e Setting up of National Center for Performance Assessment, Reviewed and Analysis of Knowledge for
Holistic development (PARAKH). It includes shifting towards competency-based assessments and
promoting critical and creative thinking aligned to the 21st century in classrooms.

Place of Education Commissions in shaping Education System in India
Education system trains our students to be logical, rational, open-minded, critical thinkers and enhances
creativity. They develop an interest to study and achieve more and more and also to set higher goals. Each year,
school dropouts are reducing, whereas the literacy rate, High school, higher secondary school pass-outs,
graduates, engineers, doctors, post graduates and research scholars, etc. are increasing. Similarly, Number of
high school, higher secondary schools, degree colleges, research centres, universities, technical institutes, higher
education institutes, 11Ts, medical colleges etc, are multiplying. ISRO has launched satellites and successfully
landed a moon craft on the south pole of moon, and is working to set up a Space Station. Many Indian doctors,
engineers and scientists are contributing in different fields in various countries. Huge number of Indian engineers
are controlling the world of technology and thus have great impact on the global stage.
Education policies; ensures inclusive, quality education and promotes lifelong learning thus playing a significant
role in refining and updating the Indian education system. This makes it one of the best education systems on
the global stage. Effective education system helps to achieve many milestones at national level and for the overall
development of the country. Implementation of educational policies, and the quality education makes Indian
students more competitive and get better opportunities all over the world. With reference to the recommendation
of different education commissions, it can be concluded that our educational system has undergone a multitude
of reforms to reach its present HIGH.
References
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf
https://www.educationworld.in/nep-2020-implementation-challenges/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/348541630_Chapter EMERGING_CHALLENGES_IN_IMPLEME
NTATION_AND_PRACTICE_OF _NEP_NATIONAL_EDUCATION_POLICY_FOR_TEACHER
S_STUDENTS_AND_STAKEHOLDERS
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/featurephilia/story/a-reality-check-on-nep-2020-major-challenges-
in-implementation-1711197-2020-08-14
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/five-challenges-that-would-shape-the-outcome-of-nep-2020

SJIF Impact Factor: 8.182 Peer Reviewed Referred Journal ‘TISP A 24


https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf
https://www.educationworld.in/nep-2020-implementation-challenges/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/348541630_Chapter_EMERGING_CHALLENGES_IN_IMPLEMENTATION_AND_PRACTICE_OF_NEP_NATIONAL_EDUCATION_POLICY_FOR_TEACHERS_STUDENTS_AND_STAKEHOLDERS
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/348541630_Chapter_EMERGING_CHALLENGES_IN_IMPLEMENTATION_AND_PRACTICE_OF_NEP_NATIONAL_EDUCATION_POLICY_FOR_TEACHERS_STUDENTS_AND_STAKEHOLDERS
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/348541630_Chapter_EMERGING_CHALLENGES_IN_IMPLEMENTATION_AND_PRACTICE_OF_NEP_NATIONAL_EDUCATION_POLICY_FOR_TEACHERS_STUDENTS_AND_STAKEHOLDERS
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/featurephilia/story/a-reality-check-on-nep-2020-major-challenges-in-implementation-1711197-2020-08-14
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/featurephilia/story/a-reality-check-on-nep-2020-major-challenges-in-implementation-1711197-2020-08-14
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/five-challenges-that-would-shape-the-outcome-of-nep-2020

ISSN: P-2455-0515

E- 2394-8450
RS 'jp '
A
e Educreator Research Journal ©
VOLUME-XI, ISSUE- JAN - FEB 2024

Original Research Article

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/370683834 OPPORTUNITIES AND_CHALLENGES_ NEP-
2020Supriyo

https://ijcrt.org/papers/IJCRT2305247.pdf

https://www.academia.edu/48886493/National_Education_Policy 2020 Issues_and_Challenges_in_Implemen
tations

New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 - Major Changes in Education System (examsplanner.in)

taleemiboard_EDUCATION_COMMISSIONS___committes_since_independence.pdf
(educationforallinindia.com)

https://www.academia.edu/50850625/Technology_Adoption_in_Indian_National_Education_Policy_2020_An
_Analysis_of Pedagogical_Institutional_and_Human_Aspects?hb-g-sw=48886493

https://www.academia.edu/58808616/New_Education_Policy_2020_of India_A_Theoretical_Analysis?hb-g-
sw=48886493

https://www.academia.edu/44014462/Reorienting_Agricultural_Education_System_in_India?hb-g-
sw=48886493

https://www.academia.edu/50762581/Exploring_the_Ramifications_of Indias_National_Education_Policy 20
20 for_Engagement?hb-g-sw=48886493

https://www.academia.edu/49063787/National_Education_Policy 2020 _The_policy_with_Futuristic_vision?h
b-g-sw=48886493

https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-13324-india-s-education-landscape-the-role-of-commissions-
and-committees-with-case-laws.html

https://ugcmoocs.inflibnet.ac.in/assets/uploads/1/25/615/et/P20_M02200218111102022121.pdf

Cite This Article:

Dr. Florence G.S. (2024). Role of Education Policies in Transforming Education System in Independent India.
In Educreator Research Journal: Vol. X1 (Number I, pp. 19-25). ERJ. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10729187

SJIF Impact Factor: 8.182 Peer Reviewed Referred Journal 25


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/370683834_OPPORTUNITIES_AND_CHALLENGES_NEP-2020Supriyo
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/370683834_OPPORTUNITIES_AND_CHALLENGES_NEP-2020Supriyo
https://ijcrt.org/papers/IJCRT2305247.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/48886493/National_Education_Policy_2020_Issues_and_Challenges_in_Implementations
https://www.academia.edu/48886493/National_Education_Policy_2020_Issues_and_Challenges_in_Implementations
https://www.examsplanner.in/articles/new-education-policy-nep/
https://educationforallinindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/taleemiboard_EDUCATION_COMMISSIONS__committes_since_independence.pdf
https://educationforallinindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/taleemiboard_EDUCATION_COMMISSIONS__committes_since_independence.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/50850625/Technology_Adoption_in_Indian_National_Education_Policy_2020_An_Analysis_of_Pedagogical_Institutional_and_Human_Aspects?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/50850625/Technology_Adoption_in_Indian_National_Education_Policy_2020_An_Analysis_of_Pedagogical_Institutional_and_Human_Aspects?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/58808616/New_Education_Policy_2020_of_India_A_Theoretical_Analysis?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/58808616/New_Education_Policy_2020_of_India_A_Theoretical_Analysis?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/44014462/Reorienting_Agricultural_Education_System_in_India?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/44014462/Reorienting_Agricultural_Education_System_in_India?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/50762581/Exploring_the_Ramifications_of_Indias_National_Education_Policy_2020_for_Engagement?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/50762581/Exploring_the_Ramifications_of_Indias_National_Education_Policy_2020_for_Engagement?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/49063787/National_Education_Policy_2020_The_policy_with_Futuristic_vision?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.academia.edu/49063787/National_Education_Policy_2020_The_policy_with_Futuristic_vision?hb-g-sw=48886493
https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-13324-india-s-education-landscape-the-role-of-commissions-and-committees-with-case-laws.html
https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-13324-india-s-education-landscape-the-role-of-commissions-and-committees-with-case-laws.html
https://ugcmoocs.inflibnet.ac.in/assets/uploads/1/25/615/et/P20_M02200218111102022121.pdf
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10729187

