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 Abstract: 

This National Education Policy 2020 is the first education policy of the 21st century and aims to address the 

many growing developmental imperatives of our country. This Policy proposes the revision and revamping of 

all aspects of the education structure, including its regulation and governance, to create a new system that is 

aligned with the aspirational goals of 21st century education, including SDG4, while building upon India’s 

traditions and value systems. The National Education Policy lays particular emphasis on the development of the 

creative potential of each individual. It is based on the principle that education must develop not only cognitive 

capacities - both the ‘foundational capacities ’of literacy and numeracy and ‘higher-order’ cognitive capacities, 

such as critical thinking and problem solving – but also social, ethical, and emotional capacities and 

dispositions. Overall, the NEP 2020 presents an ambitious and comprehensive roadmap  for the development of 

education in India, but its successful implementation will require a  sustained and concerted effort by all 

stakeholders, including policymakers, educators, students, and parents.  
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Introduction: 

Teaching and learning takes place from ancient period and it always transferring knowledge to the next 

generation. Today, globalization has become a reality in almost every walk of life and so it has impacted 

education system too. Today India is the second largest higher education system in the world.The National 

Education Policy 2020 (NEP) is a significant and ambitious framework that envisions the transformation of 

India’s Education System to meet the demands of the 21st century. Approved by the Union Cabinet in July 2020, 

the policy aims to restructure and revitalize the education sector, fostering creativity, critical thinking, and 

holistic development among students. This policy is a departure from the traditional approach, heralding a 

paradigm shift in education. 

One of the key structural reforms proposed by NEP 2020 is the change in the format of the Education System. 

It advocates a 5+3+3+4 structure, reflecting the years of education in the foundational, preparatory, middle, and 

secondary stages, respectively.  This approach emphasizes early childhood education, making education more 

inclusive and holistic from the beginning. 

The National Education Policy-2020 (NEP-2020) envisions to develop an Indian centric education system that 

contributes directly to transforming our nation sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society by 

providing high quality education to all.The policy is designed to address the challenges faced by the education 
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sector in India and provide opportunities for growth and development.One of the biggest challenges that the NEP 

2020 seeks to address is the quality of education. 

Currently, children in the age group of 3-6 are not covered in the 10+2 structure as Class 1 begins at age 6. In 

the new 5+3+3+4 structure, a strong base of Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) from age 3 is also 

included, which is aimed at promoting better overall learning, development, and well-being. 

Principles of this Policy: 

The fundamental principles that will guide both the education system at large, as well as the individual 

institutions within it are: 

1) Recognizing, identifying, and fostering the unique capabilities of each student, by sensitizing teachers 

as well as parents to promote each student’s holistic development in both academic and non-academic 

spheres;  

2) according the highest priority to achieving Foundational Literacy and Numeracy by all students by 

Grade 3 

3) Flexibility, so that learners have the ability to choose their learning trajectories and programmes, and 

thereby choose their own paths in life according to their talents and interests;  

4) No hard separations between arts and sciences, between curricular and extra-curricular activities, between 

vocational and academic streams, etc. in order to eliminate harmful hierarchies among, and silos between 

different areas of learning;  

5) Multidisciplinarity and a holistic educationacross the sciences, social sciences, arts, humanities, and 

sports for a multidisciplinary world in order to ensure the unity and integrity of all knowledge;  

6)  Emphasis on conceptual understanding rather than rote learning and learning-for-exams;  

7)  Creativity and critical thinking to encourage logical decision-making and innovation;  

8)  Ethics and human & Constitutional values like empathy, respect for others, cleanliness, courtesy, 

democratic spirit, spirit of service, respect for public property, scientific temper, liberty, responsibility, 

pluralism, equality, and justice;  

9)  Promoting multilingualism and the power of language in teaching and learning;  

10)  Life skills such as communication, cooperation, teamwork, and resilience;  

11) Focus on regular formative assessment for learning rather than the summative assessment that 

encourages today’s ‘coaching culture ’;  

12)  Extensive use of technology in teaching and learning, removing language barriers, increasing access for 

Divyangstudents, and educational planning and management;  

11)  Respect for diversity and respect for the local context in all curriculum, pedagogy, and policy, always 

keeping in mind that education is a concurrent subject;  

12)  Full equity and inclusion as the cornerstone of all educational decisions to ensure that all students are able 

to thrive in the education system;  
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13) Synergy in curriculum across all levels of education from early childhood care and education to school 

education to higher education;  

14)  Teachers and faculty as the heart of the learning process – their recruitment, continuous professional 

development, positive working environments and service conditions 

15) A‘light but tight’ regulatory framework to ensure integrity, transparency, and resource efficiency of 

the educational system through audit and public disclosure while encouraging innovation and out-of-the-

box ideas through autonomy, good governance, and empowerment. 

16)  Outstanding research as a requisite for outstanding education and development;  

17)  Continuous review of progress based on sustained research and regular assessment by educational experts;  

18) a rootedness and pride in India, and its rich, diverse, ancient and modern culture and knowledge systems 

and traditions;  

19)  Education is a public service; access to quality education must be considered a basic right of every child;  

20)  Substantial investment in a strong, vibrant public education system as well as the encouragement and 

facilitation of true philanthropic private and community participation.  

Opportunities of NEP-2020:  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a comprehensive framework  

that aims to transform the education system in India. It presents several opportunities for students, teachers, and 

educational institutions. Here are some of the key opportunities presented by NEP 2020:  

1.  Holistic and multidisciplinary education: NEP 2020 encourages a multidisciplinary approach to education, 

which means that students will have the opportunity to learn awide range of subjects and develop a broad set 

of skills. This will help them become well-rounded individuals and prepare them for the complex challenges 

of the 21st century.  

2. Skill development: NEP 2020 emphasizes the development of skills such as critical thinking, problem-

solving, creativity, and communication. This will help students become more employable and better equipped 

to succeed in a rapidly changing world. 3. Flexibility and choice: NEP 2020 offers greater flexibility and 

choice to students in terms of what they can learn, how they can learn, and when they can learn. This will 

allow students to tailor their education to their individual needs and interests. 

4.  Technology integration:NEP 2020 recognizes the importance of technology in education and promotes its 

integration across all levels of education. This will help students and teachers stay connected and engage in 

new and innovative learning experiences.  

5.  Quality improvement: NEP 2020 aims to improve the overall quality of education in 

India by introducing new standards, monitoring mechanisms, and accreditation systems.  

This will ensure that educational institutions are providing high-quality education and that students are 

receiving the best possible learning experience. 

Some more opportunities are as follow:-  

(a) Mitigate opportunity costs and fees for pursuing higher education  
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(b) Provide more financial assistance and scholarships to socio-economically disadvantaged students  

(c) Conduct outreach on higher education opportunities and scholarships  

(d) Make admissions processes more inclusive  

(e) Make curriculum more inclusive  

(f) Increase employability potential of higher education programmes  

(g) Develop more degree courses taught in Indian languages and bilingually  

(h) Ensure all buildings and facilities are wheelchair-accessible and disabled-friendly  

(i) Develop bridge courses for students that come from disadvantaged educational backgrounds  

(j) Provide socio-emotional and academic support and mentoring for all such students through suitable 

counselling and mentoring programmes  

(k) Ensure sensitization of faculty, counsellor, and students on gender-identity issue and its inclusion in all 

aspects of the HEI, including curricula  

(l) Strictly enforce all no-discrimination and anti-harassment rules  

(m) Develop Institutional Development Plans that contain specific plans for action on increasing participation 

from SEDGs, including but not limited to the above items.  

Challenges of NEP-2020 : 

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP-2020) is a comprehensive policy that aims to transform the education 

system in India. While the policy has several positive aspects, there are also several challenges that need to be 

addressed. Some of the challenges of NEP-2020 are:  

1.  Implementation: One of the biggest challenges of NEP-2020 is the implementation of  the policy. The 

policy covers a wide range of areas and requires significant investment and infrastructure to implement. 

The successful implementation of the policy requires cooperation from all stakeholders, including the 

central and state governments, educational institutions, and the private sector.  

2.  Funding: The implementation of NEP-2020 requires significant funding, and the policy document does not 

provide clear guidelines on how the funding will be raised. The policy mentions the establishment of the 

National Research Foundation, but the details on how it will be funded are not clear.  

3.  Language policy: NEP-2020 has proposed a three-language formula, which has sparked controversy in 

some states. There is a concern that the policy may lead to the imposition of a particular language and 

undermine the linguistic diversity of the country.  

4.  Teacher training: The policy emphasizes the need for teacher training and development, but there are 

several challenges in implementing this. The existing teacher education system needs to be revamped to 

meet the changing needs of the education system.  

5.  Assessment system: The policy proposes a new assessment system that focuses on the holistic development 

of the students. However, there is a concern that the implementation of the new assessment system may be 

challenging, especially in rural areas where resources are limited.  

6.  Inclusivity: The policy aims to make education inclusive and accessible to all, but there are several  



                                                                                
  ISSN: P-2455-0515  

E- 2394-8450 
 

 ERJ Educreator Research Journal 
 VOLUME–XI, ISSUE– I                                                                                                                             JAN – FEB  2024 

    

 

 
      SJIF Impact Factor: 8.182                       Peer Reviewed Referred Journal                                                     146 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original Research Article 

challenges in achieving this goal. The existing education system suffers from various forms of inequality, 

including gender, socio-economic, and regional disparities.  

7.  Private sector involvement: The policy emphasizes the involvement of the private sector in education, but 

there is a concern that this may lead to the commercialization of education and further widen the existing 

inequalities. 

8.  Digital connectivity:-  We require internet penetration in remote areas because e-learning is the way 

forward, as witnessed during the pandemic. Digital infrastructure for this purpose will include digital 

classrooms, expertisedriven online teaching models, AR/VR technologies to overcome gaps in physical 

teaching and lab infrastructure, uniform assessment schemes across schools, career counselling sessions 

and teacher training to become adept at new-age technologies. This will continue to be a major challenge 

in the next decade. 

9. Orientation towards multi-disciplinary education:-  The existing education regime excludes formal 

training and orientation towards pedagogy for college and university educators. This urgently calls for an 

overhaul of the curriculum design to make it flexible and organic for enabling foundational and higher-

order thinking and skill inculcation at different levels of education. The policy seeks to establish multi-

disciplinary institutions for higher education replacing the single-disciplinary ones. The road to attain this 

goal has been paved with good intentions. 

10. Training educators:-Implementing such bold objectives will require training teachers, educators and 

official staff appropriately along with preparing a pool of excellent, motivating guides. Learning has to be 

an enjoyable and engaging task rather than an arduous exercise which ultimately churns out unemployable 

youth. The policy will have to design a learning ecosystem which takes into account the geographical and 

cultural diversity of our country as well as the varied learning pace of each student. 

11. Changing the mindset:- The current education system is a hangover of the British and Industrial age. The 

change in mindset will involve two or more generation of parents, teachers, grandparents and educators. A 

STEM education focused generation has to give way to the NEP. The corporate world also will need to 

align this andchange its recruitment and grooming policies. There will be several challenges in changing 

this mindset. However, it can be done with lot of soft power play by the government. 

Strategies to Address Challenges:  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a comprehensive framework aimed at transforming the education 

system in India. It aims to address several challenges in the existing education system and provide a more 

inclusive and holistic approach to learning. Here are some strategies that can be implemented to address the 

challenges identified in NEP 2020:  

1. Increase Access to Education: One of the main challenges in the Indian education system is access to 

education, especially for marginalized communities. To address this, the government can increase funding 

for education, especially for schools in rural areas. The government can also encourage private sector 

participation in education to improve infrastructure and resources in schools.  
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2. Emphasize on Early Childhood Education: The NEP 2020 has recognized the importance of early 

childhood education in a child's development. To address this challenge, the government can invest in training 

more teachers and caregivers, improving the infrastructure of Anganwadicenters and schools, and introducing 

play-based and activity-based learning.  

3. Promote Multilingualism: India is a diverse country with multiple languages, and promoting multilingualism 

can be a challenge. The NEP 2020 proposes introducing a three-language formula and promoting the mother 

tongue as the medium of instruction up to grade 5. The government can promote this by encouraging schools 

to use the local language as a medium of instruction and creating resources for teachers to teach in multiple 

languages.  

4. Address the Digital Divide: The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the digital divide in education, with 

many students lacking access to technology and internet connectivity. The NEP 2020 emphasizes the use of 

technology in education, and to address the digital divide, the government can invest in providing digital 

infrastructure and resources to schools, especially in rural areas.  

5. Strengthen Teacher Training: The quality of teaching is a significant challenge in the Indian education 

system. To address this, the government can invest in teacher training programs that emphasize pedagogy, 

technology integration, and subject-specific training. The NEP 2020 proposes a four-year integrated B.Ed 

program, which can help to improve the quality of teachers in the country.  

6. Promote Holistic Development: The NEP 2020 emphasizes the importance of holistic development, 

including physical, social, and emotional development. To address this challenge, the government can 

introduce co-curricular activities in schools, including sports, arts, and music. Schools can also provide 

counselling services and mental health support for students. 

Conclusion: 

NEP 2020 heralds a new era in the Indian education system, focusing on holistic development, multidisciplinary 

learning, flexibility, technology integration, teacher empowerment, and assessment reforms. It paves the way for 

a student-centered, inclusive, and future-ready education system. 
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